














St. James’ Episcopal School

Kindergarten Curriculum

Statement of Purpose

This early childhood curriculum guide is based upon the statement of purpose and educational philoso-
phy of St. James® Episcopal School. All areas of development: physical, social, emotional, intellectual
and aesthetic are included. Furthermore, consideration has been given to the guidelines of the National
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), which stresses developmentally appropri-
ate practice in all areas of childhood development. The goals of NAEYC are supported by the foremost
educators and experts in the field of early childhood education today. Utilizing this curriculum, the
teachers of St. James’ Episcopal School foster the well-rounded development of our kindergarten

children.

The St. James’ Kindergarten class follows the Virginia State Standards of Learning and all children will
be assessed at both the beginning and the end of school with PALS testing. Children will be assessed
quarterly on their developing skills by the classroom teacher. Parents will be made aware of their
progress through parent-teacher conferences and reports.

Physical Development

1. Gross motor
Runs, jumps, hops, skips, slides, balances, kicks a moving ball

2. Fine motor
Holds pencil properly, attempts to color within lines, cuts, and glues neatly, draws
recognizable objects, writes numerals and letters of the alphabet, writes on a straight
line

Social / Emotional Development

Communicates ideas and feelings to adults

Shows respect for authority and peers

Communicates ideas and feelings to other children

Plays cooperatively with other children, shares toys and materials
Follows rules

Makes a smooth transition from one activity to another; adapts to new tasks easily
Develops increased attention span

Waits his or her turn to speak in a group

Expresses feelings appropriately; practices self control

Builds confidence and self-esteem in his or her own abilities
Asks questions when he / she wants to know more
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Work Habits

1. Practices organizational skills and cleans up after oneself
2. Asks for help when needed
3. Follows a series of directions
4. Listens attentively when others speak
5. Works independently
6. Accepts correction and tries to improve
Language Arts Skills
Speaking and Listening:
1. Expresses thoughts clearly
2. Contributes to group-speaking activities
3. Stays on topic
Writing:
1. Handwriting Without Tears
a. Uses left to right and top to bottom progression
b. Uses letters and spaces in groups to form words
2. Uses pictures to tell stories
3. Dictates ideas, sentences, and stories
4, Wrrites first and last name as well as address and phone number
5. Uses words to form sentences
6. Keeps an updated journal
Reading:
1. Uses left to right and top to bottom progression
2. Matches letters and words that are the same
3. Recognizes rhyming words presented orally/with pictures
4, Recognizes words used frequently in classroom materials
5. Understands that print has meaning
6. Knows parts of books: front and back cover, title, title page, author, illustrator
7. Makes predictions
8. Recalls details from a story
9. Retells a story in logical sequence
Mathematics Skills
1. Copies, extends and creates patterns
2. Compares items as more than, less than and equal to
3. Places objects in meaningful order
4, Uses objects to develop measurement skills
5. Compares length, weight and capacity



6. Uses ordinal numbers (first-tenth)

7. Sequences numerals (0-20)

8. Counts backward from 10-0

9. Counts by 5s and 10’s to 100

10. Tells time to the hour

11. Recognizes equal parts of a whole

12.  Addsand subtracts (using up to 10 objects)

13. Recognizes money and understands the value of coins

Science, Nature and Social Studies Skills
1 Recognizes and understands major holidays and seasons

2 Recognizes and utilizes calendar (days of the week, months, year)

3 Completes hands-on science experiments

a Predicts

b. Executes

c Makes conclusions

4 Identifies right, left and 10+ body parts

5 Understands basic nutritional and fitness programs

Intellectual Development (as demonstrated in language arts, math, science and social studies content)

1. Obtains information by using pictures, charts, graphs, text, maps and experiments
2. Records data on simple charts and graphs
3. Sorts by attributes (color, shape, size)

Aesthetic Appreciation

1. Art

a. Communicates ideas by creating works of art

b. Communicates visually and orally using art vocabulary and concepts

c. Expresses ideas and feelings in two-dimensional and three-dimensional art forms and respects
and appreciates their own work and the work of others

d. Demonstrates safe and ethical practices in the use of art materials, tools, techniques, and
processes

2. Music

Understands music through experiences in singing, moving, listening, and playing instruments
Respects the contributions of self and others in a music setting

Recognizes the relationships between music and other disciplines

Demonstrates safe and ethical practices in the use of materials and instruments

Drama
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Thinks and acts creatively by solving problems individually or collaboratively and by employing
originality, flexibility, and imagination
b. Creates and produces a dramatic performance

Spiritual Development

In building with aforesaid skills, children will engage in spiritual development though Bible stories,
songs, and participation in Chapel. Further development of activities will include community service
opportunities.



